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Degrees designed for your busy life
Have you been thinking about heading back to college? Completing your
bachelor’s degree is one way to achieve success, but the idea of going back
to school can seem daunting. The Lincoln College Accelerated Bridge to
Education (ABE) Program ensures you can balance the demands of being a
student while working and maintaining family responsibilities.
Here are four reasons why now is the time to finish your degree with ABE!
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You’re Ready to Build Your Skills
Spending time improving your experiences and skill set can help
you achieve professional advancement. Demonstrating that you
have the necessary educational experience, as well as technical
and soft skills, is valuable and important.
It’s Time to Change Careers
Many adults develop a new sense of direction in their professional
journey. In conjunction with your past work-related skills, enrolling in
a degree program can help you pursue new career opportunities.
Your Earning Potential has Plateaued
On average, individuals who possess a bachelor’s degree earn
$30,000 more annually than their counterparts with a high school
diploma. Adults who hold the necessary education and work
experience can qualify for professional advancement opportunities
and salary increases.
You Want to Grow Your Professional Network
Expanding your professional network is an essential component
of career success. Returning to class can grow your established
network by connecting you with adult students from a variety
of industries, as well as giving you the opportunity for shared
collaboration.

This is your time!
Completing your bachelor’s degree is vital in today’s highly competitive
job market. Pursuing a college degree can connect you to a network of
professionals and mentors, help you develop skills, offer a direct pathway
to career advancement and stability, and, most importantly, enhance selfconfidence by providing a sense of achievement. The Lincoln College ABE
Program is dedicated to providing the most flexible and affordable bachelor’s
degree programs in Central Illinois. It’s time to empower your future!
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ABE Business Seniors Excel
Congratulations to Karen McConnell of
Normal and Michael Houlihan of Brimfield
who teamed up as “Company A” and tied
for 30th out of 907 teams in the WORLD in
the Business Strategy Game during BUS 413Strategic Management!

The team of Melissa Janson and Anthony
Nelson tied for 10th in overall score out of
2472 teams at 131 colleges worldwide! They
also tied for 12th in both Earnings Per Share
and Stock Price! All those scores place them
in the top 1/2 of 1% in the WORLD!
In addition, the BUS 413 class took the Business
Major Field Test and scored at the 93rd percentile
for institutional means with Anthony placing in the top
5% of the nation individually.

Faculty Spotlight - Breezy Watkins
Hi, I’m Breezy Watkins, and I teach Accounting
in the ABE program. The ABE program offers a
unique opportunity for students to laser focus
on the content/subjects they need in order
to complete a degree in a shorter period
of time. This is not easy, but being able to
achieve their educational goals and better
themselves for their career quicker is all worth
it!
I choose to teach in the ABE program because I
am inspired by the goals of our students. Each
student has a different definition of success, and this
program allows me to give individualized support every step of the way. My
advice to students is to take advantage of this support system to make the
most of their education. I hope to see you in my accounting courses soon!

Are you considering taking an online course? Here are four
advantages to studying online with Lincoln College:
Lincoln College has received approval from the Higher Learning
Commission (HLC) to offer a number of the current degree options in
an online format. The Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Leadership,
the college’s fastest growing major, will be launched first with two
asynchronous eight-week courses.

Advantages of online courses
Flexible Schedule

If your work schedule is unpredictable, an asynchronous
online course can fit into gaps in your schedule.
If committing to an evening class for five weeks is
challenging for your family’s busy schedule, an eightweek asynchronous course may be the best fit for you.
Students have the flexibility to work on coursework at
the most convenient times and avoid unpredictable
commutes during inclement weather.

Self-discipline

Studying online requires more self-motivation and timemanagement skills, which are important to employers.
Demonstrating a record of success in online learning
may help you negotiate a more flexible work schedule,
including telecommuting options.

Availability

Lincoln College’s online asynchronous courses are
available to students in every state except California.

Scholarships & FAFSA

Looking Ahead
Our next five-week session starts the week of January 10, 2022, followed by
our February session beginning the week of February 14th. Find a date that
works for you and your busy life!

ABE’s tuition is 1/3 less than combined tuition and
fees at public universities in central illinois. ABE has
no application fee and no hidden costs.

Oglesby
Full-tuition State Farm Foundation Scholarships are
available for those who live or work in McLean
County and meet eligibility criteria.

Peoria

Normal

Lincoln

RLI Peoria Scholarships are available for Peoria
area working adults.

ABE’s year-round program takes advantage
of additional Pell grant funds when you earn
6 or more credits in the summer. ABE also has
convenient payment plans available.

ABE also offers a Refer-a-Friend grant. After you
become an ABE student, you can refer a new
student to the ABE program. Once they enroll,
you receive a Refer-a-Friend grant worth two
credit hours of tuition. Some students receive this
grant several times before they graduate.

Dear ABE Community,

We want to hear from you!
Email your question to Ashley at Ashley.Berlett@lincolncollege.edu. If your
question is chosen to be featured in the next ABE Newsletter, you will receive an
ABE prize as a thank you.
Follow us on Instagram @abelincolncollege and on
Facebook @LincolnCollegeABE using the hashtag, #haveyouheardaboutABE.
For more information about the ABE program,
call 1-309-452-0500,
email abeinfo@lincolncollege.edu,
or visit ABE.lincolncollege.edu.
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